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Tribute to Henrique Nicolini
Dear friends panathlets,
When I started writing this editorial, I learned of the sad news of the sudden death
of our Honorary Member Henrique Nicolini. With Henrique Nicolini, we lose more
than a big panathleta. We were deprived of an exceptional man.
Henrique Nicolini represented our Movement in all Panathlon Clubs in Latin
America. He represented what Panathlon desires most of all: the spreading of the
educational and moral values of sport. We will dedicate to him the next issue of
our magazine, paying tribute to this good man as he deserves. At this moment, our
thoughts and condolences go to his wife Lilian and his sons Cecilia, Augusta, Dulce
and Ana Maria. Henrique Nicolini has maintained an intact faith in the ideal values
of sport and this belief was contagious.
Today, we have a great need to keep this vision voluntarily optimistic. A few days
ago, on a mountain hike, my wife and I met a friend, a Swiss sports executive and head of a cantonal sports service.
He expressed this thought: “But how can you still believe in what you do for sport?
Personally, I am disgusted by all the scandals that media broadcast us every week.” This observation has fueled our
conversation throughout the rest of our walk. Because here we are confronted with this finding: cases of corruption
and generalized cheating on doping seem to multiply. To the doping practices already mentioned in the McLaren
report in 2016, of which all the consequences are not yet known, must be added the suspects of corruption in the
Olympic Games in Rio, with the appearance of some famous name, an integral part of the family of the Olympic Games
to which we belong. Recently, this summer, riots broke out for a power struggle within the international boxing federation and announced on the front page of newspapers. We have the feeling of accelerating scandals in the world of
sports, which can only increase public distrust of sport in general.
Considering this statement, what can and which should be the reaction of panathletes? We are not an ordinary public.
Our experience in the different areas of sport drives us to reflect and to refrain from judging only with emotion. This
also helps us to focus on our goals, which are the spread of the ideal values of sport. It is in this context that lies our
competence, strength and efficiency. Panathlon does not have the task of effectively fighting against proven corruption, against doping in high-level athletes. We must continue our work of public information, and training of the young
man. It is in this task that our clubs excel, and this is our mission.
This leads me to say a few words about our ongoing actions: the new, more attractive and modern web site has come.
Later, the President’s Committee will focus on some modifications that need to be made, with the help of the website
designer, Luigi Innocenzi, Governor of Area 05 Emilia-Romagna; we would like to thank him for his very generous
engagement.
The PI Delegation at the European Institutions was inaugurated in Brussels in June in the presence of the Past President of the Council of Europe, Herman Van Rompuy, of Deputy Director General for Education and Culture of the
European Commission, Nymand Christensen and of Hannu Takkula, Member of the European Parliament. Numerous
Panathlon International executives and representatives of Belgian clubs were present.
The PI Delegation in Lausanne at the main headquarters of the world sport is about to be realized. It will be structured
around specific projects realized with the help of local clubs and of course the IOC. This autumn, Latin America will be
on stage and will be my first visit to the Buenos Aires Club for its 50th anniversary. Buenos Aires was the first Panathlon Club in Latin America in 1967. At the end of October, the Pan-American Congress will be held in Recife, with
the presence of a European delegation. Finally, I will take advantage of my trip to Chile in November at a congress of
judges to visit our Chilean Clubs.
Have a good reading of our magazine!
Pierre Zappelli
International President

www.panathlon-international.org
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PANATHLON IS PRESENT
IN THE HEART OF EUROPE
A representation office in Brussels to foster a direct approach with the
European institutions and participate in choices of sports policy.

The dream started in 2015 is now a reality: Panathlon
International has its own representation office in Brussels, the heart of Europe and the origin of Community
policies in the field of sport as well.
The dream started when Vic De Donder, the late President of the District Belgium and the Cultural Commission, came to propose this ambitious project to the
International Presidency as a service initiative for the
benefit of all panathletes. He soon found open doors
and the preparatory meetings in Brussels began with
the help of some Belgian panathletes, first of all Paul
Standaert, current international board member and
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Philippe Vlaeminck, a well-known lawyer specializing in
community practices who made available his studio for
the project.
Two priority objectives for the functioning of this
operation cell were identified: the first was to enter
directly with Panathlon International in the bodies that
talk about sport as Community policy and thus contribute to incorporating into the norms the values that
Panathlon represents.
The first great encouragement came in 2015 when the
Commissioner for Youth, Education and Sport, Tibor
Navracsics, received the then International Presi-
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dent, Giacomo Santini and Thierry Zintz in his studio,
deeply interested in the history and role of Panathlon
in international sport. After just two weeks, Panathlon
was already included in the EU Transparency Register
and admitted to a direct dialogue with the European
Commission, and a few months later, in the city of The
Hague, it signed a Memorandum of Understanding for
participation in EWOS, the most important European event promoted by the European Commission in
Brussels.
The second goal of the representation office is to
create a task force to help Panathlon clubs who want
to present European projects to obtain valid technical
assistance. In this case, the office of the Panathlete
Vlaeminck is a guarantee. The initiative was resumed
with conviction even after the presidential changes at
international and national level, with the election of
Pierre Zappelli and Thierry Zintz.
The venue is at Avenue des Arts 43, that is, one step
from the Community Buildings and in a building that
houses other Institutions with which we can start
profitable collaborations. Numerous guests attended the inauguration ceremony, including Herman
Van Rompuy, Past President of the European
Council, Jens-Nymand-Christensen, Deputy Director General for Education, Culture and Sport at
the European Commission, Hanna Takkula, Finnish
member of the European Parliament, representatives of sports federations and associations.
On behalf of Panathlon International, in addition
to President Pierre Zappelli, were present Past
President Giacomo Santini who launched the
initiative together with Vic De Donder, Paul
Standaert, the International Board Member
who was a great guide, the former International
Board Member, Paul De Broe and Prof. Yves
Vanden Auweele, a former member of the Cultural and Scientific Commission and author of
a very important book on ethics and sport.
On behalf of the District Italy Pietro Pallini
was present as vice president. Secretary
General Simona Callo also attended the
ceremony.
Presidents Zappelli and Zintz, in their interventions
that we present in their entirety, explained the great
significance of the achievement.

www.panathlon-international.org

5

DISTRICT BELGIUM

In the heart of the European Institutions
Speech by Thierry Zintz, President of District Belgium

Distinguished guests and friends,
It is a privilege, as a president of the Belgian District of
Panathlon International, to welcome you in this representation of PI to the European Institutions in Brussels.
I would like to focus my short message on two main topics,
namely the why and the how of Panathlon in Belgium, and
the Scientific Commission of PI.
Panathlon Clubs, in Belgium, are dedicated to the cause of
sport. They deal essentially with sport’s culture and ethics.
They are non-governmental, non-profit-making, non-political associations, without gender or racial distinction, as it is
requested from all Panathlon clubs in the world.
We have eight clubs in Belgium, over the 3 communities.
They act on the field of sport but also provide guidance and
reflections on sports values and ethics to all stakeholders of
sport.
The Belgian clubs, considering the presence of European
institutions on their national territory, are keen to embrace
the targets of Commissioner Navracsics and the European
institutions for a sport that makes it healthier, fairer and
better governed.
Meanwhile they also take specific initiatives at Belgian level, such as the “Sport, the Spirit of Humanity” symposium hold on Friday 31st March 2017, in the Congress Hall at the House of Representatives.
On the occasion of this symposium initiated by the Panathlon Wallonie – Bruxelles Club, key representatives
from the religions represented in Belgium, as well as from secularism, Olympic and sporting movements, Paralympics, Belgian Special Olympics and Panathlon itself, adopted an impactful declaration.
The main conclusion of this declaration was that while all sportspeople have their own values and philosophies
about life and belonging, when they take part in the activities covered in the declaration, they readily accept as
soon as they enter their particular sporting arena, without exception, that while they are enjoying their own sport
they will adhere to the rules, in the broadest sense, without highlighting in any way their philosophical beliefs in
an ostentatious or intolerant manner.
All these representatives also agreed to disseminate the terms of this declaration and comment on them in their
respective communities so that sport and sporting activity, including for leisure, should develop strongly, that
“living and enjoying sport together” and its values should become universal values.
Parallel to Belgian initiatives, Panathlon International has a Cultural and Scientific Commission. The main duty
of this commission is to support two of the main goals of Panathlon International namely
6
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• presenting suggestions to handle acute and chronic problems in sport;
• stimulating reflection and discussion on “ethics and integrity” (using both a values-based and a rules-based
approach) in modern sport that is based on scientific research.
This task is fulfilled in documents and congresses that are organized every odd year. It is in this spirit that the
scientific Commission offered to the board of PI to focus the 2018 PI Congress on the following topic “Education in sport and through sport - connecting values, physical literacy and well-being”.
Distinguished guests and friends I would like to thank you for your attention and I now give the floor to Pierre
Zappelli, President of Panathlon International.

BRUSSELS AND LOSANNA
INTERNATIONAL TIES
Speech by President Pierre Zappelli

Dear Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, dear friends,
There were several milestones in the life of our Movement and today’s opening ceremony of our Representation in Brussels is one of them.
What is Panathlon International and what does it intend
to do in Brussels?
Panathlon was founded in 1951 in Italy, 65 years ago,
precisely in Venice, by a few enthusiasts; in the aftermath of war, that was a time when the need for ideals and
moral values was keenly felt. Since the very beginning,
the Movement was aiming at promoting and safeguarding the moral values of Sport. We of course still believe
in this ideal.
Panathlon developed at first in its home country. After
setting up several Clubs outside of Italy, namely in
Switzerland, Austria, France, Belgium, then in Brazil and
Argentina, our Movement has gradually acquired an
international profile.

Now present in 4 continents, Panathlon International is
leveraging on approximately 300 Clubs Panathlon is recognized by the IOC, and is partner with other international organisations such as the International Fair Play
Committee (CIFP), the European Fair Play Movement
(EFPM), the International Pierre de Coubertin Committee and the World Union of Olympic Cities, just to
mention a few.
And we work with these organizations so as, at the European level, with the European authorities.
Why has Panathlon begun to extend its structure outside
of Italy?
We have a wonderful and effective head-office in Rapallo, Italy. For 65 years now, all PI’s activities have been
managed from these headquarter.
Nonetheless Panathlon International remains unknown
to many. Being unknown turns out into subdued and
modest effectiveness.
www.panathlon-international.org
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however geared to be active, in the field, in close contact
with the people and, in particular, with the young.
It is focused on education and on promoting the ideal
values conveyed by sport.
For that purpose, PI has adopted 4 Charters: the Panathlete Charter, Fair Play Charte, Charter for sporting rights
of the young, included in the Panathlon Declaration
on ethics in youth sport, Charter of Duties of Parents in
Sport.
Among other actions, we intend to disseminate the moral values reflected in these documents throughout the
world with the help of our clubs.
Your presences here, Mr. President Van Rompuy, Mr
Deputy Director general Jens Nymand Christensen, Mr.
Hanna Takkula, are the proofs that the task we have set
for ourselves is commanding interest in the eyes of the
European authorities.
It is an honour for us all.
We have decided to bring our Movement closer to the
European authorities. The impetus was given in 2015
by Vic de Donder, our late President of District Belgium
and Chairman of the Culture Commission, a true man of
culture and action.

As of today, sports-related activities have become globalised. An international network committed to sport and
its values is gaining ground worldwide.
Sport is today’s buzzword. A movement called «Thinksport» has even taken shape in Lausanne, the world
capital of sports – and that’s saying a lot!
Panathlon International has the unique feature – and
the great advantage – of being the only sport-centred
movement to have the capacity to act in the field, to
spread the idea of sport inspired by fair play.
This is exactly our uniqueness as well as our strength.
And we wish to make this strength known for the benefit of all. We want to raise awareness about it among
sports organisations and federations, National Olympic
Committees, universities, public bodies, States, regions
and - I come straight to the point – among the European
authorities which are increasingly involved in sport, in
its benefits and its educational value.
This is a matter of legitimate preoccupation, since what
we are seeing in the world of sport sometimes gives us
reason for concern. Such threats go under the names of
doping, even at high institutional levels, and corruption.
Panathlon International’s mission is not to fight against
these threats after they have been proven, since other
institutions are pursuing that goal more effectively –
IOC, international sports federations, WADA etc.
We have a more unassuming mission, one which is
8
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Today, less than 2 years later, this ceremony marks the
official opening of PI representation in Brussels. But
we have already started work, in particular through
our active participation in the European Week of Sport
(EWOS) in 2016. We will confirm our participation for
the coming years.
I would also like to mention the huge work done by
District Belgium, under the guidance of its President
Thierry Zintz, and by its 8 Clubs which do an incredible
job on the ground, in particular for the promotion of
Fair-Play.
In the meantime, the outlines of further projects to be
undertaken by our representation in Brussels in the
coming months are already taking shape.
I would like, at this point, to express my special thanks to
the team who has worked so hard to set up this representation, mentioning in particular Mister Philippe Vlaemminck, who generously shared his premises to host
this outpost of PI, his team: Ms Beata Guzik, Justine
Van den Bon and Louis Van Hoeck, Mr. Paul Standaert,
PI Board member and PI representative in Belgium not
forgetting Mr. Paul de Broe, pas PI Board Member.
Finally, after Brussels, our expansion will continue with
the setting-up of another ‘branch’ of our Movement in
Lausanne, the world centre of sport. But this is going to
be another adventure we shall be able talk about in the
next few months.
the scope of all these steps is to give to our Movement,
in collaboration with the other above-mentioned organization, more influence in the world of sport, and therefore more capacity of realizing its main goals:
promoting and safeguarding the moral values of Sport
Let me again express my heartfelt gratitude for your
presence here, for the encouragement we get from you
and... long live Panathlon!

THE EXAMPLE AND COMMITMENT OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE

THE EUROPEAN SPORT CHARTER
AND THE CODE OF SPORTS ETHICS
Panathlon International member of APES/EPAS, the agreement
extended to 41 Countries for a clean sport and the fight against
doping, betting and violence in the stadiums
In the realm of sport, Europe was perceived as a geographical area and a community long before the will for
co-operation began to assert itself at the political level.
At the foundation of the Council of Europe on 5 May
1949, the ten founding members declared their intention
to carry out “common action in economic, social, cultural,
scientific, legal and administrative matters”, leading to
the adoption of the European Cultural Convention in
1954. Sport was brought within the institutional ambit
of the Council of Europe in 1976 with the creation of
the Steering Committee for the Development of Sport
(CDDS). This committee was assigned the task of actively promoting the fundamental values of the Council of
Europe (human rights, parliamentary democracy, rule of
law) in and through sport - which was thus also expected
to honour the Organisation’s ideals!
The main thrust of Council of Europe policy on sport has
been to uphold certain principles: the independence
and self-regulation of sport; the prevention of certain
adverse phenomena (such as doping and spectator
violence). Sports activities throughout Europe are supported and guided by the adoption of a hundred or more
Council of Europe texts (recommendations, declarations,
resolutions and conventions).
The independence of sport has constituted an essential
principle in the dialogue between governmental and
non-governmental representatives of the sports sector.
States are interested not only in the development of
sport, but also in sport’s potential influence on other areas of official action such as prevention of discrimination,
promotion of health, and integration.
The strategic documents European Convention on
Spectator Violence1, Anti-Doping Convention2 , European Sport Charter and Code of Sports Ethics3 have
not merely influenced sports activities at the European level, but also form a worldwide reference for the
enlightened commitment of public authorities to healthy
sport.
Importance of sport in Europe
Modern sport is an important economic sector that
today represents an average of some 2% of each European country’s gross domestic product (GDP) and affords
employment opportunities and specialist openings which

help increase European competitiveness.
Sport is the principal activity organised on a non-governmental and voluntary basis in Europe, and has more participants and voluntary workers than any other activity.
Sport is also the most widely covered activity on the broadcast media and in the press. The major championships
attract an audience of several billion.
European sport is the best organised in the world and
has a calendar crowded with top-class matches. Its championships and events are followed all over the world and
command the highest fees for sales and broadcasting,
thereby showing the rest of the world one of Europe’s
essential cultural activities.
Sport is a fundamental pillar of civil society.
It constitutes a universally accessible and readily understandable means of disseminating certain essential values in day-to-day life; sport is the most widespread type
of non-formal activity next to school or work. If played
properly, sport makes for the promotion of the following
in particular:
- democracy and participation;
- personal commitment and individual motivation;
- social integration and cohesion;
- education and health;
- respect for others;
- co-operation and competition abiding by rules;
- development of “sport business” in a limited number of
disciplines;
- good governance, ethics, independence (conflicts
between law and sport)
- health (obesity), transformation of community-based
and voluntary activity.
Actual needs of Council of Europe member states in the
sports sector
The European sports movement is extensively organised
within a geographical entity corresponding to the “Greater Europe” of the Council of Europe. These states face
common challenges and share a model for sport.
It is therefore indispensable that a common platform be
developed for the states belonging to this wider Europe
in order to resolve common problems at the European
level, discuss matters arising at the level of each state,
www.panathlon-international.org
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and establish a common European position for influencing the decisions of the international community.

in the realm of sport. They came out in favour of establishing an Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS)4.

However, the Council of Europe member states have
not all attained the same level of development in sport
and thus do not have the same experience of it. Although
the rules and standards applicable to the various sports are the same everywhere, there are marked social,
cultural, economic, organisational and spatial differences
between states. Consequently, the impending needs will
require an approach that must be differentiated in some
respects.

The EPAS created in May 2007 was established on a
permanent basis by the Committee of Ministers on 13
October 2010. It is intended to establish international
standards and develop a framework for a pan-European
platform of intergovernmental sports co-operation in
order to promote sport and make it healthier, fairer and
better governed.

Council of Europe competence regarding sport
The specific approach adopted by the Council of Europe,
which has brought together the governments and the
interested NGOs, has allowed dialogue and profitable
co-operation to be initiated on the basis of a common
aim.
Through the years, the Council of Europe has built up
significant competence in specialised areas concerning
quality assurance in sport, thanks to the agreements
adopted at the political level, not only in Europe but worldwide.
How can the Council of Europe meet the sports needs of
states?
In the Action Plan of the Third Summit of the Council of
Europe (Warsaw, 2005) the Heads of State and Government reaffirm the great importance attached to the
furtherance of sport.
The European Ministers meeting in Moscow for their
17th informal meeting in 2006 stressed the need to
conceive new forms of pan-European co-operation, and
encouraged the Council of Europe to continue its action

10 PANATHLON INTERNATIONAL

It prepares the way for better-directed action where
sport is concerned, and strengthens partnerships with
the sports movement. Through its Consultative Committee, the sports NGOs will be able to participate in the
process of determining the EPAS programme of activities.

1 1985, a few months after the Heysel tragedy which left 39 dead
and hundreds injured, ratified by 41 states.
2 1989, prepared just after the 1988 Olympic Games, seriously
blemished by doping; the first international instrument ever issued
in this area.
3 1992, revised in 2001.
4 An Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport is an agreement by
various Council of Europe member countries to join in carrying out
a specific activity in a given field, sport in this instance, in collaboration with the countries not belonging to the Organisation and
representatives of national and international organisations and
federations of the sports world.

THE EXAMPLE AND COMMITMENT OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE

What is APES/EPAS
Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS)

On 11 May 2007, the Council of Europe adopted
Resolution CM/Res(2007)8, establishing the Enlarged
Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS), in order to give
fresh momentum to pan-European sports co-operation and address the current challenges facing sport in
Europe – building on more than thirty years of activity
in the field.
EPAS provides a platform for intergovernmental
sports co-operation between the public authorities of
its member states. It also encourages dialogue between public authorities, sports federations and NGOs.
This contributes to better governance, with the aim of
making sport healthier and fairer and ensuring that it
conforms to high ethical standards.
EPAS aims to promote the development of sport in
modern society, while emphasizing its positive values.
It develops policies and standards, monitors them and
helps with capacity-building and the exchange of good
practices. It uses Council of Europe sports standards
such as the European Sports Charter, the Code of
Sports Ethics, the European Convention on Spectator
Violence, the Anti-Doping Convention and the Convention on the Manipulation of Sports Competitions as
the basis for drawing up its own strategies.
One of its key recent achievements was the preparation of the new Convention on the Manipulation of
Sports Competitions, which was opened for signature
on 18 September 2014. Since 2015, the EPAS programme of activities has included events to further
promote this new convention and prepare its implementation.

regularly monitored. The new Recommendation on
Gender mainstreaming in sport is the most recent. In
the past, awareness-raising and co-operation activities have been carried out on social inclusion and the
promotion of diversity in and through sport, focusing
successively on different groups (ethnic minorities,
persons with disabilities, women, children, persons in
detention, etc.). In 2015, activities focused on tolerance and diversity through the teaching of physical
education in constant co-operation with the Pestalozzi Project of the Council of Europe. Cooperation
with the European Union and the sporting movement
continued in 2015 through the implementation of joint
projects (including the development of the Pro Sport
Safe project in June 2015 focusing on the protection
of the moral and physical integrity of the young athletes). Follow-up co-operation activities with possible
new projects relating to EPAS thematic priorities will
continue.
Finally, Council of Europe Conferences of Ministers
responsible for Sport continue to be organized regularly thanks to EPAS (Athens 2008, Baku 2010, Belgrade 2012, Macolin/Magglingen 2014, and Budapest
2016).
Forty-one countries are currently members of EPAS.
Twenty-eight sports organizations (including SportAccord, ENGSO, UEFA, the IOC and Panathlon International) are partners of EPAS making up its Consultative
Committee.
Internet address: www.coe.int/epas Twitter: @epas_
apes

Different recommendations initially prepared by
EPAS have been adopted by the Council of Europe’s
Committee of Ministers on issues of sports ethics, the
autonomy of the sports movement, the fight against
match-fixing and the protection of child and young
athletes from dangers associated with migration.
Other recommendations such as the European Sports
Charter or the Recommendation on the facilities for
granting of visas to sportsmen and sportswomen are
www.panathlon-international.org
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Résolution de l’APES sur la fermetûre de l’UNOSDP
Le Comité Consultatif (CC) de l’Accord Partiel Elargi sur le Sport (APES) du Conseil de l’Europe se déclare
préoccupé par la fermeture soudaine du Bureau du Conseiller spécial du Secrétaire Général pour le Sport au
service du Développement et de la Paix, (UNOSDP). Depuis le début du siècle, l’UNOSDP a joué un rôle important de catalyseur, conseiller et défendeur pour un large groupe de partenaires dont l’objectif est le renforcement du rôle du sport dans la société.  
Considérant que cette décision est très récente et que peu d’informations ont circulé, il est impossible à ce
stade d’en évaluer l’impact de manière mesurée.
Le CC de l’APES considère néanmoins que cette décision constitue un message pour le moins ambigu, alors
que la prise de conscience globale de l’importance du rôle sociétal du sport ne cesse de s’accroître. De plus, la
volonté de recourir au sport pour atteindre les objectifs de développement durable 2030 n’a jamais été aussi
forte, particulièrement de la part de l’ONU, de plusieurs gouvernements et de la société civile.
Les membres du CC de l’EPAS confirment leur engagement à poursuivre les initiatives développées par l’UNOSDP et souhaitent que les futured politiques établies dans ce domaine fassent l’objet d’une large consultation
des parties prenantes, ceci afin de permettre la défense et la protection du rôle du sport dans la société.
Au nom du Comité Consultatif réuni le 9 Mai 2017 à Limassol
Jens Sejer Andersen
Chair
Directeur international, Play the Game
jens@playthegame.org
+45 20 71 07 01
---Le Comité Consultatif (CC) est composé de 25 institutions et organisations non gouvernementales internationales du domaine du sport. En tant organisation partenaire, il conseille les 38 Pays membres Comité Consultatif (CC) de l’Accord partiel élargi sur le Sport (APES) du Conseil de l’Europe.
APES fournit une plateforme pour une coopération intergouvernementale entre les autorités publique et ses
Etats membres. Il encourage également le dialogue entre autorités publiques, les fédérations sportives et les
ONG. Cette approche contribue à une meilleure gouvernance avec le but de rendre le sport plus sain et juste
pour qu’il soit conforme au standard étique les plus élevé.
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SPORT, THE SPIRIT
OF HUMANITY
A Declaration for a better “sportsmanship together”, produced
and signed as the result of the conference “Sport, the spirit of humanity”

On March 31, 2017, at the initiative of Panathlon
Wallonie-Bruxelles, took place in the Belgian Senate
and under the auspices of its President, Ms. Christine
Defraigne, the second part of the conference “Sport,
the spirit of humanity ».
This brought together the world of sport, philosophical
movements and all the recognized religious cultures,
namely: The Belgian Bishops’ Conference, the Israelite Jewish Central Consistory, the Anglican Worship
Committee, the Orthodox Metropolis of Belgium, the
Muslim Executive of Belgium, the Protestant Council,

the National Center for the Laity and the Buddhist
Union of Belgium, the Belgian Olympic and Interfederal
Committee, the Belgian Paralympic Committee, Special
Olympics Belgium, The French-speaking Interfederal
Sports Association, and the Bond voor Lichamelijke
Opvoeding (representing physical education).
An important historical moment that ended with the
signing by everyone of a statement aimed at ensuring
the primacy of sport rules on the philosophical and
religious convictions of each person, in accordance
with the rules of life-together promulgated by our

Conference participants, signatories of the Declaration. Photos of 31 March 2017 at the Senate of Belgium.
From left to right: Louis Derwa, Director of Panathlon Wallonie-Brussels, Father Evangelos Psallas, Orthodox Metropolis of Belgium, Denis Leblond, Director of the Buddhist Union of Belgium, Yves Kengen, Communications Director of the National Center
for the Laity, Abbé Eric de Beukelaer, Bishops’ Conference of Belgium, Zehra Sayin, Co-CEO, Special Olympics Belgium, Philippe
Housiaux, President of Panathlon Wallonie-Brussels, Philippe Markiewicz, President of the Israelite Jewish Central Consistory,
Guillaume Gobert, spokesperson of the Belgian Paralympic Committee (BPC), Salah Echallaoui, President of the Muslim Executive of Belgium, Thierry Zintz, vice-President of the Belgian Olympic and Interfederal Committee, Jack McDonald, President of
the Central Committee of the Anglican Church in Belgium.
www.panathlon-international.org

13

DISTRICT BELGIUM

The audience who was present at the conference titled “Sport, the spirit of humanity”

legislators.
The aim of this initiative was to underline the universal
values of sport and was based on the results of a first
interview held in October 2016 in another important
place of Belgian citizenship: the Parliament of the Wallonie-Brussels Federation.
In fact, the theme of digital and virtual development
and the consequent removal of young people from
sports practice had been deepened and highlighted;
that the interest of man in sport and/or physical activity
has never been so strong; that a regular sports practice
has beneficial effects on health and personal development; that current society is the victim of discontent of
the communities involved.
It seemed appropriate to remember that, first of all,
sport is a vehicle for reconciliation, meeting, exchange
and values. The drafting of a unifying text template
has been presented to all the representatives of the
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cults, philosophical currents and sports associations;
of course, before they confirmed it, all were invited to
comment on the Declaration. Afterwards, Panathlon
Wallonie-Brussels will spread the Declaration at an
international level as an example to follow.

DISTRICT BELGIUM
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Mes Jeux Olympiques Le mie Olimpiadi My Olympics
Frei, journalist and record holder of the olympics
He was present at the hostage-taking during the
Games of 1972, and in 2004, he carried the Olympic
torch: journalist and sportscaster, Peter A. Frei told the
story of 24 Olympic Games and for this reason he was
honored in Rio. Frei is a great athletic connoisseur and
he received the Swiss Athletics brooch as a prize.
The Winter Games in Sapporo in 1972 were his first
Olympics, the Summer Games in Rio de Janeiro for
now, the last Olympics - Peter A. Frei has uninterruptedly told us about the Olympic Games as a sports
journalist. For 24 times in all. This is almost a world
record. At the beginning of the Games, Frei seemed to
be the number one. Later, however, the International
Association of Sports Journalists AIPS pulled out of the
hat someone who had participated in more Olympic
games, the Italian journalist Giuliano Bevilacqua.
He has accompanied 25 Olympic Games with his
reportage. AIPS honored the two men in Rio, along
with some other veterans. Among other things, Prince
Albert of Monaco personally congratulated them; he
had represented his country five times as a bobsledder
in the Winter Games. Among the illustrious guests there were for example former American sprinter Michael
Johnson and IOC Vice President Nawal El Moutawakel
- the first Muslim woman in the history of the Games
who won a gold medal.

Fürstenfeldbrück, and some international agencies
announced that the hostages had been released. A
German colleague said to him, “It cannot be; they are
shooting here!” The two went to Fürstenfeldbrück, but
they were not allowed to enter and so they listened to
the radio from outside. “Then we knew that all eleven
were dead and were not released,” Frei says. Shortly
after, they noticed the passage of stretchers full of
dead and injured. Peter A. Frei was at that time the
news director at the “Blick”. Until 5 o’clock that night,
he wrote a special edition on the hostage-taking that
was then sold for 20 cents in the stations of Zurich and
Berne.
Delivered the Olympic torch to Piccard
Athens 2004 memories are happier. In each country,
the IOC was looking for a journalist who had participated in several Olympic Games, and that he was a correspondent in Athens. Therefore, “Paf” had the honor
to carry the torch for a few hundred meters - to pass it
to Bertrand Piccard. It is not yet known if Frei will also
participate in the next Games - Winter Games scheduled in Pyeongchang. A man of 72 years old, who in his
career has mostly talked about alpine skiing, athletics
and sports policy, makes his decision dependent on
how much a 25th time can still stimulate him. Peter A.
Frei was for a long time an administrator and editor in
chief of the SI Sports Information that at the beginning
of 2016 was integrated into the SDA press agency.

OLYMPIC RECORD
WITHOUT MEDALS!
An extraordinary experience of a swiss journalist for 24 times in the olympic games

“They are still shooting here”
Of the countless experiences and stories accumulated
during the Olympic Games of Frei, both in the twelve
summer Olympic Games and in the twelve winter
Games, one is particularly tragic, that occurred in the
1972 Summer Games in Munich.
Some Palestinian terrorists had abducted Israeli
athletes. Frei remembers: he was in the hotel when a
helicopter flew to the military base of the air force of
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MY OLYMPICS FROM SKIING IN
CORTINA TO SAILING IN ATLANTA
by Arrigo Marri (*)

My first Olympics were the Winter Games of 1956, in Cortina d’Ampezzo. An unforgettable experience that,
however, I experienced with great emotion, but without the pathos of the agonistic participation.
I was present, in fact, as a collaborator of Coni, engaged in the first great post-war organizing event in a country
that was completing its reconstruction after the war events, called to collaborate as a third year student of the
Higher institute of physical education (ISEF) in Rome. Instead, my first “real” Olympics came forty years later, in
1996, at the Olympic Games in Atlanta, as the team leader of the Italian Olympic sailing team.
The racing field was located in Savannah, a city on the Atlantic Ocean, about 400 miles away from Atlanta, but it did
not stop us from living fully the emotions that characterize the atmosphere of the five circles. Participation in the
Olympics is the ultimate goal for an athlete, a coach, and an executive.
For a team leader in such a particular discipline as sailing, the important thing is to do his utmost to give his athletes maximum support in athletic training, material research, specific technique as well as creating an environment
of calm and determination to be able to better face the regattas and selections before participation in the great
event. My work of team leader started far away from the lighting of the Olympic flame. In 1993, we set a different
approach to tackling regattas and having a clearer and objective selection criterion; we identified the emerging
crews and decided to bring the best crew to Savannah in all ten predefined Olympic classes.
We had set the annual goals of verifying the work done; we chose to select the Olympic team in May 1995. We
followed the programs closely with Coni. The staff who followed us consisted of a sports director, coaches of the
individual classes, sports doctor, athletic trainer, a meteorologist, a psychologist of the Sports School of Coni. Once
we passed the selections in some classes and evaluated the merits of others, we participated in the Olympic regattas with the full team. Given the results of the various world and European championships and international and
pre-Olympic races, our hopes of medals appeared very concrete.
Unfortunately, Olympic regattas disregarded our expectations, achieving only a bronze medal with Alessandra
Sensini. Our crews did not respond adequately to the pressure and responsibility that this great event requires
and that it strains the great champions.
The great euphoria and the great enthusiasm experienced during the inaugural ceremony at the Atlanta Stadium
were not enough to earn us the long-dreamed medals.

(*) Former International Board Member of P.I. and ex-President of Panathlon Club Gorizia
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Memories of Rio
WOULD BUT I CANNOT
by Giancarlo Dionisio, RSI journalist Panathlon District President CH and FL

With the term “jeitinho”, the inhabitants of Rio de
Janeiro define the art of arranging themselves, a matter
in which most Carioca graduates with honors. A training
that crosses different ages and includes every social
class, so it is true that this concept was also celebrated in
the evocative and at times sumptuous opening ceremony of the Olympic Games.
Obviously, the “jeitinho” is daily bread in the many
favelas of the Latin American metropolis, since inside
there is a matter closely linked to today. Today you are
alive, tomorrow who knows. Nevertheless, its inhabitants are proud and profess a deep sense of belonging, for
example, some rappers and dancers who animated the
ceremony and who despite the success, continue to live
in their favela as well as the Olympic champion, Rafaela
Silva, who flaunts proudly both her humble origins and
her homosexuality.
The art of arranging is that extra something that pushes
you to find surprising solutions even in difficult situations and trouble. The local organizers of the Olympic
Games know it well, who have used the territory of Rio
to show the beauty of this territory to the world, with
cycling and triathlon races between the heights of Vista
Chinesa, Ipanema and Copacabana, with the time trial
in Pontal, another wonderful beach, less famous and advertised, but wilder and more fascinating with rowing in
the Lagoa de Freitas, one of the most enchanting areas
of Rio.
The art of arranging also means building the MTB and
BMX trails (a jewel destined to be invaded by the surrounding nature) on the rare hillsides, in close proximity
to one of the most flammable favelas and with the logical
consequence of having to arm the area with tanks, Frisian horses, and hundreds of militias and agents. However, in spite of the international crisis, the fear of Islamic
attacks, Zika virus, the potential traffic problems and
everything else, the days from 5 to 21 August fled more
quickly than the 100 meters of Usain Bolt, far more than
the two weeks spent in the 2014 Winter Olympics in
Sochi.
Sochi-Rio, two armored editions, but with a substantial
difference: the radiant, authentic disarming smile of
Brazilians, able to make you accept everything or almost:
If something did not work, just look into the eyes of the

nearest Volunteer to understand his sense of mortifying:
looks that seemed to say: we would like, but we cannot.
So what to do? Are you angry with the people who smile?
No! Remember to have attended the inaugural ceremony and the picture in which the “jeitinho” was celebrated and then make do as you can, you too.
Therefore, on the first day of the race, you get up happy
to be able to comment on the male race on the road,
where you expect great things from Fabian Cancellara,
the heroic Spartacus, arrived at the end credits of an
exciting movie. You can tolerate stoically the 75-minute
transfer with the Olympic bus, undergo the ritual control
over the metal detector, a much more laborious and frustrating operation for those who like me have a titanium
hip prosthesis and it plays regularly like Santa’s sleigh.
You are looking for the Press Room where you can
retrieve your starting list, discovering that none of the
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volunteers can give it to you. Then, finally, you come to
your comment post knowing that you are outdoors, without any shelter, so you have brought a huge cellophane roll under which you can pick up and protect the
equipment from a short circuit in case it rains. However,
you are immersed in the hottest day of the Brazilian
winter, compared to an element of which you underestimated the effects.
The sun. Without water and no protective cream, you
are about to face a chronicle which for over 6 hours will
nail you to your stool. Not bad, you say, at the bottom of
the classics of the North you have experienced worse
and you survived. Uh no, this is where you are wrong.
Time passes, the sun moves round, the more the race
advances, and the more you will be urged to comment
on live images that are approaching the total black.
What a poor figure. You think that at home comfortably
placed on the couch in front of a HD TV the audience
even sees the drop of sweat flowing on Richie Porte’s
cheek. You do not see anything and you start sweating,
for the atrocious heat, but especially for the rising
tension.
“Jeitinho jejinho let me have a little help”
Said and done, there are groups of chroniclers who are
looking for obscuring elements. After a few minutes,

you will find yourself 100 years before, when the photographers hid under a black cloth to take the picture. You
are not as comfortable as in a Tour de France or Giro
d’Italia, but it does not matter, you see clearly Cancellara who goes uphill, who runs in downhill, you see Nibali
falling and Van Avermaet who wins. Your honor is safe.
Thanks to Brazil, thanks to “jeitinho”, also on behalf of
my colleagues. About colleagues, in every story, also
with a happy conclusion, there is always a pinch of
frustration, when you find that someone has arranged better than you do. Amongst the various fortune
constructions, one stands out from the others, thanks
to the lightness and momentum of the blue panel folded
very well and anchored with ropes and carabiners.
It does not seem to have come out of a favela, like
everyone else, reminds me of a fair sailing ship of
another age. However, you do not shed a tear and you
console yourself soon, thinking that the authors and
beneficiaries of such beauty are RAI commentators,
Francesco Pancani and Silvio Martinello. Is not Italy one
of the magic places of design?
There is no match against them.
What a nice “jeitinho”!

INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

THE COMMITMENT OF IOC
FOR REFUGEES

Following an invitation from Refugee Olympic Team
athlete Yusra Mardini, IOC President Thomas Bach
congratulated students of the graduating class of the
“Sportschule im Olympiapark – Poelchau Oberschule”
in Berlin.
The sports school is located on the premises of the Berlin
Olympic Park where the Olympic Games 1936 were
held, and all its students are high-performance athletes.
Addressing the 50 students at the graduation ceremony, the IOC President said:
“Congratulations on your graduation from this outstanding school, which is open to the world and is so inspirational because of its location. Your school is sending a
message on the importance of the values of sport. Here
you had the privilege to combine education with learning
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the values of sport. You more than deserve your certificates today.”
Learning by doing is the secret of sport, the IOC President went on to say. Entering a new stage in their lives,
the graduates will now realise what they have gained
through sport.
“Always stay open to try out new things,” President Bach
told them. “The values of sport will help you overcome
many hurdles in life. Thanks to sport, I am sure you will
not approach a task and say ‘I will never make it’, but
instead you will ask ‘How do I make it?’ The passion for
excellence that you have learned through sport will serve
you well for new challenges ahead of you.”
Poelchau Oberschule is one of 43 sports schools in
Germany. Many Olympians and successful German
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athletes attended school there. One of them is Annika
Schleu, a modern pentathlete who also joined the
graduation ceremony in Berlin today. She finished in
fifth place at the Olympic Games Rio 2016, but after
a doping case involving another competitor, she now
moves up to fourth place. President Bach surprised
her by presenting her with her official diploma. He told
her: “I watched your final in Rio and was so impressed
with how you competed and jumped from 19th to fifth
place. Now you have even moved up to fourth. Congratulations again on your success at the Olympic Games
Rio 2016.”

also donated 5,000 euros to the project. To date, 2,434
German schools have joined the initiative.
The IOC President also toured the school together
with Mardini, her coach Sven Spannekrebs and school
principal Matthias-Carsten Rösner. Mardini, who is not
a graduate yet, showed him the pool where she prepared for the Olympic Games Rio 2016 and the small
room she stayed in when she first arrived in Germany
as a refugee from Syria.

Before attending the graduation ceremony, the IOC
President gave his support to a countrywide initiative
called “School against racism – school with courage,”
which the Poelchau Oberschule officially joined today.
He was joined by Schleu and Maurice Jüngling, a member of the German national water polo team.
“Through sport you can do a lot for courage and against
racism. This is the true meaning of sport. In sport, we are
all the same and follow the same rules.
The message of sport is a message against racism,” President Bach said. “Sport and racism do not go together.” He
www.panathlon-international.org
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SPORTS & MORE IT´S TIME TO BE ACTIVE
An unusual motto for the birthday, on the occasion of the 50th
anniversary of Panathlon Club Innsbruck (PCI)
by Günther Mitterbauer

Sports & More - It’s time to be active for Fairness,
Ethics and Respect in Sport was the theme of the PC
jubilee in Innsbruck, which in Studio 3 of the ORF
(Austrian Radio and Television) of Tyrol celebrated
its fiftieth anniversary, a party with important guests,
signals and messages. President Andreas Wanker of
Panathlon Club Innsbruck was pleased to be able to
greet in addition to international President Pierre
Zappelli, the highest representative of Panathlon, also
delegations of Panathlon Club Brixen and that of Graz.
In addition, a great value in the event was given by
the presence of local notables - Josef Geisler (Tyrol’s
Deputy Governor and Regional Councilor for Sport),
Christoph Kaufmann (Deputy Mayor of the City of
Innsbruck and Municipal Councilor for Sport), Peter
Mennel (Secretary General of the Austrian Olympic
Committee) and Peter Lechner (President of the Tyrolean Sports Associations).
This illustrious group animated, with a round table,
the first part of the ceremony to which followed the
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recognition of particular activities of the Tyrolean associations and to conclude the signing of the Panathlon
Declaration on Ethics In Youth Sport. President Pierre
Zappelli opened the round table, impeccably guided
by the renowned moderator of the ORF, Martin Papst,
with the statement that fair play is to be considered
the basis of any sporting activity. The fundamental affirmations emerged from the discussion, conducted in
a very open and constructive way, were able to convey
to the listeners present in the plenary assembly, the
absolute importance of fair play in an impressive and
plausible way.
Fair play includes, among other things, that
• our society must offer everyone the opportunity to
practice various sports activities;
• as a purpose, personal development should be the
priority;
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• in addition to social contact or even health, sports
performance belongs to an important orientation of
sports activities and a significant learning area;

game, with changed rules, geared to fair play, students learn the basic skills of society as fair play, justice,
respect, and socialization),

• also in the competition, one should have an influence
not only on the sports skill but also on the personal
one;

“Fussball gegen Rassismus” (football against racism)
(This project makes it possible for a team formed exclusively by refugees to participate in the activity of the
championships),

• sport should not suffer a loss of image through negative news (media), but its values and many positive
examples in the sports world must be transmitted and
multiplied in a conscious way;
• the value and benefits of volunteering must be recognized by the society and made visible - volunteering
has a great value as the most important pillar of sport.
In the second major part of the ceremony, Panathlon
International President and President of Panathlon
Club Innsbruck rewarded the following projects of the
Tyrolean Associations:
“Sport fair bindet Österreich” (Sport is obligatory for
Austria) (for women and girls for whom, due to bad general conditions, access to the sports activity is difficult
or impossible),

“Wiffzack” (for students of special pedagogical centers) as well as the personal commendation of Winfried
Sponring (Founding Member of the PC of Innsbruck,
several times president, also for several years and for
many years District President) conferred by Presidents Pierre Zappelli and Andreas Wanker.
To end the event, all honor guests and the majority of
visitors accepted the offer to sign the Panathon Declaration on Ethics in Youth Sport and thereby opening
a new way to get involved in sporting values and be
an example. The beautiful evening that took place in
the Tyrol’s ORF environment has also become a visual
event for the aesthetic representations of the group of
the vault world champions of Pill.

“Fairness & Fun” (here, through the famous dodgeball
www.panathlon-international.org
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To “The Black Hurricane” (L’Uragano
Nero) the Bancarella Sport Prize
The journalist Marco Pastonesi, with “The Black
Hurricane”, is the winner of the fifty-fourth edition of
the Bancarella Sport Prize. The prize was awarded
on Saturday, July 15, in Republic Square, Pontremoli,
at the end of a traditionally enthusiastic and exciting
event that saw the participation of numerous panathletes. The Bancarella Sport saw Panathlon International
among its founders and in the selection jury that chooses the six finalists among the dozens of competing
books, there is also a Panathlon representative (for a
few years Past-president Giacomo Santini, in turn, journalist and sports writer).
The six finalists chosen in Milan by the jury composed
of representatives of the main sports newspapers are
then subjected to the final choices of a popular jury
with the votes of other panathletes and bookmakers
from all over Italy.
The counting of the ballot papers, found 16 votes
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attributed to the winning book, highlighting the quality
of the six finalists, up to the last moment there was an
exciting head-to-head, between Giovanni Capra with “Il
Grande Det” (14 votes), Luca dal Monte with “Ferrari
Rex” (15 votes) and Marco Pastonesi with “L’Uragano
Nero” (The Black Hurricane) (16 votes).
The other finalists were also Paolo Condò with “Duellanti” (Duelists) (4 votes), Paolo Pizzo and Maurizio
Nicita with “La stoccata vincente” (The winning thrust)
(6 votes) and Dario Torromeo with “Anche i pugili piangono” (Even the boxers sleep) (8 votes). The day began
with the presentation of the biography of Sara Simeoni,
written by Sarina Biraghi. Subsequently, there was the
ceremony for the award of the Prize bearing the name
of Bruno to journalist Claudio Gregori, journalist of “La
Gazzetta dello Sport” who cheered the audience with
his dialectic and his anecdotes on cycling, football and
Olympic Games.

DISTRICT FRANCE

A DREAMY PRIZE-LIST
Panathlon Club Grenoble Alpes pays tribute to a great athlete in Grenoble

David SMETANINE was born on October 21, 1974 in Grenoble, he won medals 4 times in the 4 Olympic Games and
he is among the top 5 medalists on the planet. In September 2008, he won the first French gold medal in the Beijing
Paralympic Games in the 100 m freestyle in 1 min 24 s 47.
Equally similar to the athlete Hesse El Hannouni, he returned from these games with the most important record of the
French delegation: two gold medals and two silver medals
(he also holds four European records in the 50, 100 and 200
meters freestyle and 50 m backstroke).
His ranking is impressive:
• A bronze medal at the Athens 2004 Summer Paralympic
Games in 50m free style
• The two-time world champion in Durban in 2006 in 100m
and 200m freestyle
• Two gold medals and two silver medals at the Beijing Summer Paralympic Games in 2008
• Three gold medals at the 2009 European Championship in
Reykjavík in 50 m backstroke, 50 and 100 m freestyle and a
silver medal in the 200 m freestyle
• Two silver medals in the 50m and 200m free style and one
bronze medal in the 100m free style in S4 category at London’s Paralympic Games 2012
• Silver medal in the S4 50m freestyle at the Paralympic Games of Rio in 2016
In 2014, he was a consultant for the Paralympic Games in Sochi for France Télévisions. David SMETANINE was
elected to the International Paralympic Committee (IPC), which is the equivalent of the IOC for able-bodied athletes. In this regard, he is committed to the development and media coverage of sport for the disabled. Graduated
in Entrepreneurial Science and a Master in Management, Strategy and Engineering of Organizations, he follows
athletes in high schools and carries out a sports education program in 2006 for the city of Grenoble that entrusts
him with the mission of making the city live through sport.
He was also a Special Advisor to the General Manager for the Services of the Cities of Grenoble where he demonstrated his ability to work for the territory by proposing new actions for economic development. He also
contributed to the Universal Exhibition of Shanghai.
After his visit to the Auschwitz camp that will mark him forever, he has committed to sending messages of fraternity, equality and solidarity to young people and has become a sports ambassador demonstrating that integration
is also done through sport and that disability isn’t a defect, but a force. He is also a sponsor and honorary president of the Handisport David Smétanine Foundation located in Cameroon. It is a laic and apolitical association of
humanitarian and sporting nature for the disabled. Its purpose is - Aid and solidarity for all people with disabilities
- Promotion of the dignity of the rights of persons with reduced mobility, promotion of the notion of citizenship
among their members and promotion of sporting and socio-cultural activities for people with disability.

www.panathlon-international.org
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THE MONSTER IS DOPING
Given the International Graphic Competition Awards - Promising return
to graphic works compared to computer processing works
by Maurizio Monego

The examination of the works that students from many
schools in Italy, Austria, and Brazil have produced for
the 15th edition of the competition, offers ideas for
thoughts of various kinds.
How do these young artists conceive the sport? What
are the concepts and emotions they transmit in their
graphic works? What is the educational value of the
competition in the light of the results?
These considerations are the guidelines in the work
that the Selection Committee follows in examining
the works received and selected. In numerical terms,
participation in this edition remains on the average
values of recent years. One hundred and eighty works
presented are not a large number compared to the
potential of the competition, and this data must be
analyzed to give greater emphasis to the objectives.
With satisfaction, a large number of works have been
performed with manual techniques - painting and
drawing - compared to computer processing, which
however cannot be excluded. The manual skill is a benefit in the engagement that students put into trying to
translate abstract concepts into images, as are the va-

lues, digging into the fundamental meaning of sport. It
is clear that there must be an idea at the origin. When
the works are the result of a teaching performed in the
classroom, we can see the results. If the graphic contest is an opportunity for growth, a challenge gathered
with the awareness of an interesting cultural experience, the quality emerges, even beyond the techniques
used. Wherever teachers have followed the work of
their students and when the practical application arrives at the end of a discussion and reflection path with
speakers and representatives of the Panathlon clubs
promoters you can see the difference. In addition, this
is the value of the competition: to apply young people
to translate concepts graphically learned into their
sporting activities and in meetings with champions
and experts to help them fully understand the value
of sport, as an opportunity for growth towards ethical
behaviors to be transferred to life. If many more Panathlon clubs understood the importance of the opportunities offered by the graphic competition and knew
how to channel the action towards this last one, that
in many cases they have already brought into schools,

Computer processing section

1st prize
Serena SUELLA
Isis di Setificio “P. Carcano”
Como

2nd prize
Viola MANDELLI
Isis di Setificio “P. Carcano”   
- Como
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3rd prize
Matteo DRUET
Liceo Artistico P.A. De Luca
Avellino

Special Prize to the memory
of Siropietro Quaroni
Sebastian GERT
BG/BORG HIB LIEBENAU
Graz (A)
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Painting section

1st prize
Alessandra MONCHELATO
Liceo Artistico
“Umberto Boccioni”
Valdagno (VI)

2nd prize
Irene COPPOLA
IIS “Rosina Salvo” (Succursale Liceo Artistico
Michelangelo Buonarroti)
Trapani

the results that would result from this event for the
Foundation and the Districts of P.I. could significantly
enrich the presence of our movement in the panorama of international and national projects alongside big
sports organizations and cultural institutions that deal
with sport. For the sixteenth edition of the competition, the Foundation has already announced the notice of competition, which introduces some novelties,
such as incentives for participating schools.
There are also incentives for clubs that will involve
high schools in their area. No to racism and doping,
individual responsibility, sport for all, are the themes
represented in the works of the winners. In the exhibition that will be set up at the awards ceremony in
autumn in Venice, however, there will be references to
values such as fair play, solidarity and equal opportunities. The awarded works are very different, including abstract works, strong ideas and direct messages.
In some works, those coming from an Austrian school,
the images propose original paths in a sort of chutes
and ladders game between the boxes that propose
rules and consequences for their failure to respect.
Other works have used the plasticity of bodies or pop
compositions. In almost all of the representations,
the positive message of sport is perceived and it can
be said that in many cases the goals are centered
and consistent with the many slogans - perhaps too

3rd prize
Denise PFEIFER
Bundesgymasium und
Bundesrealgymnasium
Graz (Klusemannstrasse)

Special Prize to the memory
of Siropietro Quaroni
Lorenzo MARTINO
Liceo Artistico
“Pinot Gallizio”
Alba

many - that accompany the graphics. In the category
of “painting and drawing” the first place is for an ink
drawing on paper of pure fantasy and executed with
sophisticated and patient technique to “defeat the
beast” of doping in a bloody and extravagant fight.
“Sometimes you win, sometimes we learn” is the message of the computer processing work that won in this
category. The image is serene and everyone is riding
a bike to a common destination, without distinction of
color, gender, with the spirit of inclusion and sharing.
In conclusion, an edition that proposed issues dear to
Panathlon. In general, less attention was paid to people with disabilities. Doping always occupies a major
place. Obviously, the danger it poses is worrying. Even
fair play has been represented with a certain effectiveness. Now we are preparing for the XVI edition of
the competition.
The Ambassadors of the Foundation will be in the field
to raise the awareness of clubs and leaders on the value of the graphic competition. The Secretariat of the
Foundation will be engaged in a coordinating action,
which is proposed to increase the number of students
who apply themselves to non-trivial work and full of
suggestions.

www.panathlon-international.org
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The Olympic champion, Daniele Masala,
Professor of ethics in sport

A day worthy of the values of sport and family, with
applause, music, vintage movies, awards, interviews,
autographs, photo memories and, above all, many useful
reflections. For the “Charter of duties of parents in
sport” it was a great presentation, which occurred in
Reggio Calabria, in the Monteleone Room of the Regional Council, at the initiative of the Panathlon Club in the
town of the Strait of Messina.
The event, presented with the microphone by Anna Foti,
had an exceptional testimonial: the Pentathlon world
champion and several times Olympic champion, Daniele
Masala, one of the most eclectic athletes of the Italian
sports world, today a professor of communication and
ethics in sport at the University of Cassino. The sports
classrooms of four schools promoted the event, which
has benefited from the sponsorship of the Regional
Assembly and CONI Calabria: the scientific high school “Volta”, the boarding school Tommaso Campanella,
Carducci-Vittorino in Feltre, the industrial high school
“Panella-Vallauri” with their flags and their delegations.
The great formative message that comes out of the
“Charter of duties of parents in Sport” was presented
in their opening remarks by President of the Regional
Council, Nicola Irto, by city Councillor Giovanni Latella
(delegated by Mayor Falcomatà), the representative of
CONI Irene Pignata, Panathlon International Area 8 Antonio Laganà, journalist of Rai, Tonino Raffa, President
Panathlon Club Reggio. The sociologist, Antonio Marziale wrote the basic report, guarantor for childhood and
adolescence of the Region Calabria, who explained all
the points of the manual, remembering that it represents a “compass” to promote the lives of families in a heal28 PANATHLON INTERNATIONAL

thy way, and to give responsibility to many mothers and
dads who pour out strong pressures on their children.
“We cannot claim - he added - that our children are all
heirs of Pelé, Maradona or Messi. You can win in the
same way, succeeding in being champions in life, combining the rules of ethics and fair play daily. “Afterwards,
Daniele Masala continued the speech.
After commenting, with the sliding images on the screen, his most exciting victories (the victories in the 1982
and 1986 World Championships, the two memorable
gold medals at the Los Angeles Olympics in 1984 and
the silver one in Seoul four years later), he exhorted the
audience to recognize in grassroots sport one of the
happy places of our country.
The Italian champion said, “The advent of the Internet,
the frantic use of the tablets, of the phones and other
technologies has favoured alienation processes that
need to be fought. Boys close in a virtual world. There is,
on the other hand, a real world full of values and educational meanings. A world that teaches us not to live with
the obsession of victory at all costs.
This can only come after a life of sacrifices. It is therefore necessary to educate the kids about the culture of
defeat, to make it clear that sport is the most beautiful
metaphor for life’s knowledge. “Masala concluded by
saying to parents: Do not be afraid of your children’s defeats! From those can be born lessons for the victories
of the day after.” The closing part of the event was for
the prizes. Two prestigious members of the club, Professor Giuseppe Pellicone and Magistrate Giuseppe Viola
delivered a memorial plate of Panathlon Reggio Calabria
to Masala.

DISTRICT ITALY

In Ragusa, the literary festival “At Full
volume” closes with record numbers

At the literary festival “At FULL VOLUME”, which came to the eighth edition
and where the “Extra Volume” section
is inserted, this year Panathlon Club of
Ragusa has presented, together with
some local sponsors, a very original
text entitled “CUGINI MAI” (Never
Cousins) written by the journalist of
“Corriere” of Bologna, Enrico Schiavina
and presented by journalist of LA7 Ugo
Francica Nava in the well-known TPCO
Restaurant in Saint John square, in the
presence of President Eugenia Spata,
of many members and an interested
public.
The event that takes place mainly in the
historical centers of Ragusa Superiore
and Ragusa Ibla, between squares, alleys, streets and historic buildings combines well with the architectural beauties the fascination of the books.
The book tells of several episodes, collected in the 50 years of derby between Fortitudo Bologna and Virtus
Bologna, of wonderful victories and tragic defeats arrived at the last second of the regular times and, finally,
of two cousins who by pure case were born in two opposite sides, or by their decision or sympathy, they start
playing basketball, preferring the team they are most inspired by, often by making fun of each other, but at
the end having both the same age and above all, being relatives, they care about each other.
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INQUIRY BOOK

The Trafficking of
Baby football players
In terms of football, money, ethics and exploitation of the weakest, let us note this book, not to be missed because
it is in line with panathletic values.
The author, Stefano Scacchi, with the moral support of Fiona May, gives voice to a complaint that is not new,
but which has never been sufficiently heard that of the human trafficking of baby footballers who are nailed to
often-miserable destinies by unreasonable contracts that are signed by imprudent and ignorant families.
This concerns not only the children of families emigrated from all over the world and therefore exposed to any
blackmail, but also Italian families who are deluded by devious mediators.
Based on a supposed football talent, children who are not yet teenagers become a genuine commodity exchange
by unscrupulous operators and then abandoned to the first failure to a destiny of disappointment and misery.

The first Italian inquiry into the human trafficking of
baby footballers in our country, coming from the poorest parts of the world, Latin America, Africa and Asia.
A millionaire turnover involving the world of betting,
football schools, a number of intermediaries, families
of hundreds of athletes and not least, the dreams and
ambitions of young football talents who have learned
to play football in the poor peripheries of the world.
Through a rigorous inquiry, Stefano Scacchi deals with
the complexity of this phenomenon, with no preconceptions and without rhetoric, examining the exemplary cases, from amateurs to the first division.

Stefano Scacchi is a journalist, born in Novara in 1973
and collaborates with “Repubblica”, “Avvenire” and
“Guerin Sportivo”.
He wrote “Gli sciuscià del pallone (edition 2007), “Il
cercatore d’oro in Ogni maledetta domenica” (Minimum Fax 2010) and “A 48 tornanti dal paradiso”
(Ediciclo 2017).
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For UEFA, fair play
is simply financial
The idea of financial fair play stems from the fact
that the disparities between sports clubs, in modern
football, are increasingly due to an economic factor
rather than to a sporting one. In addition to this, UEFA
executives realized that the indebtedness that the
sports clubs face is often due to enormous expenses
during the campaign of transfer market.
Among other things, it is likely that were the negotiations of Real Madrid in 2009 to move definitively
UEFA leaders. During that time, the president of Real
Madrid, Florentino Pérez, was the protagonist of an
unprecedented spending that ended with the purchase
of Cristiano Ronaldo for 94 million euros. In addition
to being a costly choice, the purchase symbolized the
great power of big sports clubs compared to a more
economically limited competition. UEFA presented
financial fair play as one of the eleven values that this
federation promotes. Michel Platini immediately became one of the major promoters and he considered it
essential since birth for the well-being of football:
one goal with far-reaching implications as it is in the
interests of the game as a whole if all the clubs play by
the rules, comply with the financial fair play criteria and
achieve a sustainable financial balance, making passion
agree with reason. (Michel Platini)
Objectives
• To introduce more discipline and rationality in club
football finances;
• To encourage the self-sustainability of sports clubs,
especially in the long run
• To stimulate growth of infrastructure
• To stimulate growth of youth sectors
• To encourage sports clubs to compete only within
their own profits
• To ensure that sports clubs honor their financial commitments at predetermined times
• To reduce pressures on wage demands and transfers
• To limit the effects of inflation in the football world.
The official manual of UEFA financial fair play was also
drafted, which explains everything in detail.
To ensure that all objectives are met, a Financial Control Panel has been set up, consisting of eight independent experts and a president, which controls the
proper application of the UEFA Pro License criteria.

Monitoring of sports clubs
UEFA will control the sports clubs from 2011 until the
beginning of the 2014 sports season, based on three
key points:
1. Absence of arrears against other sports companies,
employees and / or authorities
2. Providing financial information about the future
3. The obligation to balance the budget
Sports clubs that have not achieved their goals in 2014
will risk being unable to participate in UEFA competitions anymore. Michel Platini and other UEFA leaders
have often focused on point 3, believing it is crucial that
sports clubs do not have to invest lots money if their
earnings are insufficient. In any case, the legislation still
leaves a margin of tolerance in the management of any
operating losses, allowing losses of up to EUR 5 million,
plus other special exceptions until 2018 for losses of
45 to 30 million, if covered promptly by the relevant
shareholders. “
There have always been clubs that are richer than others
and there doubtless always will be. All we want is for
clubs – richer and poorer alike – to spend no more than
they earn and to balance their books, this being the only
sure way for them to survive.”
(Michel Platini)
“The problem is not only that revenues go up, but that
costs grow in a way which is exceeding these revenues.
For this reason, we have developed the financial fair play
rules, as they will certainly reward those clubs that are
managed in a proper way. The financial fair play rules
basically say, ‘You cannot spend more than you generate’.
They will bring back some more rationality in football and
they will reward those who play within the rules and have
a sound and sustainable business model.”
(Gianni Infantino, UEFA General Secretary)
www.panathlon-international.org
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THE SCROOGE MCDUCKS OF FOOTBALL

Cristiano Ronaldo (Real Madrid), 87.5 million euros.
In the ranking of the 20 most paid players in the world
in 2017 (drawn by France Football), the Portuguese
back to head, behind him the eternal Argentinian rival.
Considering the gross profits, bonuses and advertising
revenue, the player who earned the most in 2016-17 is
the Portuguese striker of Real Madrid.
The top 4 places of the league table are occupied by
players in the League, which in total puts 8 players in
the top 20; the Premier League is present with 4 other
players, then we find the Bundesliga (or rather, only
Bayern Munich) with 4 players and the Chinese championship with 4 other players.
Here is the complete ranking of the 20 best-paid players in the world in 2017 according to the rankings of
the French magazine. An amazing 2016 for the Portuguese soccer player, and not just for the successes
(Champions League, European Cup with the national football team and the Golden Ball) in the field. The
contract renewal up to 2021 of approximately 21 million euros net (44 million gross) with Real Madrid
and the one with Nike for life have allowed CR7 to be at the top of the league table of France Football:
without counting other earnings from commercial agreements, such as those with Pokerstars and Clear,
and investments in hotels that carry his name.
Lionel Messi (Barcelona), 76.5 million euros
The king lost the crown. Cristiano Ronaldo interrupted the dominance of the Argentine champion, also
because, unlike the rival, Barcelona’s talent still awaits
the contract renewal (which expires in 2018) with
Catalans. Meanwhile, he is able to console himself with
sponsors such as Adidas, Huawei, Gatorade, Pepsi,
Pringles, Tata Motors, Turkish Airlines and Gillette,
among others.
Neymar (Barcelona), 55.5 million euros
For the fourth time in a row on the podium, the Brazilian champion of Barcelona is ranked third in the top
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Lionel Messi (Insidefoto.com)

20 most paid players in the world 2017: after exceeding the threshold of 40 million euros last season, in the
last year he exceeded 50 million. He could be closer to Messi if only his contract was not fully guaranteed for
25 million euros per season: France Football, in fact, has only included the fixed line of 15 million net, and not
the bonuses of another 10 million. Any comparison today is upset by 222 million paid by Paris Saint Germain to
Barcelona to buy Neymar.
Gareth Bale (Real Madrid), 41 million euros
The Welsh champion jumps from 7th place in 2016 to the podium, thanks to the massive renewal with Real
Madrid and the sponsorship agreement with Nissan.
Ezequiel Lavezzi (Hebei Fortune), 28.5 million euros
The first of the “Chinese” is the Argentine champion, former player of Napoli and Paris Saint Germain: the
striker today at Hebei Fortune will bring home 27.5 million gross per season from the contract with the club of
the Chinese Super League.
Oscar (Shanghai SIPG), 25.5 million euros
The Brazilian football player, former champion of Chelsea, was the most expensive negotiation in the latest
winter market: he flown from England to China for 67.8 million euros. The engagement is not fair behind, of
23 million plus 10 million bonus at the time of signing: in this case, however, France Football only considers the
first 6 months of salary with the t-shirt of Shanghai SIPG.
Zlatan Ibrahimović (Manchester United), 25.1 million euros
The move from Paris Saint Germain to Manchester United has lowered the ranking of the Swedish champion,
who has risen from 4th to 7th in the ranking of the 20 most paid players in the world 2017: due to the contract
with the Red Devils of “only” 14.6 million euros annually.
Thomas Müller (Bayern Munich), 23.5 million euros
The German striker is no longer the player with the highest salary in the Bundesliga (16 million euros), but he is
the most attractive at sponsorship level, as the agreement with Barilla shows.
Andres Iniesta (Barcelona), 23.5 million euros
Toni Kroos (Real Madrid), 23.5 million euros
Real Madrid has locked him with a renewal of 20 million gross euros per season: the rest is made by the sponsorship agreement with Adidas, PlayStation and Sony.
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ELZEVIRO

If football is a sport…

Football is the most popular sport in the world. Surely
in the western world, especially in Europe, while it is
digging new trenches increasingly to the east.
It is an indisputable stereotype if for sport we mean
overcrowded stadiums, visceral cheering, popular passions lit up to the top of every bell tower.
However, the sport that Panathlon announces and
defends is something else. It is an organization based on values but not on the monetary, financial and
speculative ones. True sport is based on moral values
that ignite the culture of peoples and not the flares in
the stadiums. The sport that the Panathlon Charters
frame and proclaim is a human, non-muscular comparison exercise, inviting dialogue to non-division in the
name of a different color t-shirt. In addition, sport is
also a behavioral code based on fair play and a healthy
and serene lifestyle, not instigating those who belong
to a different faction; it is a hand that is stretched out
towards everyone, not a header in the stomach or
an elbow strike in the teeth or a spit in the face or a
rostrum of cleats stuck in a shin.
The weekly practice of football has accustomed us to
this and much worse in the liturgy of the championships of each category. True sport is a formative school
that prepares for life and does not offer any concession

to death, as unfortunately happens occasionally on the
margins and within the football stadiums.
222 million for neymar: a scandal
To complete the set of doubts about the legitimacy of
being called sport, football adds the heavy burden of
financial constraints that support scandalous engagements and foment episodes of corruption of all kinds.
The summer scandal comes from Paris Saint Germain,
which paid Barcelona € 222 million to have the Brazilian champion, Neymar, for 5 years. Later, most likely,
there will be a new immoral offer from some other
club.
One wonders if the soccer planet is part of which universe with its hyperbolic numbers of engagements of
individual players, with capitals that would fuel economic activities capable of employing millions of people.
In a world where poverty stifles increasingly large
groups of people, where work is missing and the future
of young people is no longer certain, not even for the
best and willing youth, there is who brings home every
day the first prize of the New Year’s Lottery, just because he knows how to kick the soccer ball with a more
“topspin”.
He finds immoral leaders and patrons who do not hesitate to cover him with gold as long as he covers them
with goals.
There is no dignity and there is no
respect for the rest of humanity
with serious difficulties of survival.
Look at the table of the ten most
paid players in the world in the
current year. If you are real panathletes, you can tell what feeling
prevails in you in front of this scale
of monetary values, in an absolute
void of moral values. In the season when this newspaper comes
out, the market is still open, so the
figures may change. Increasing, of
course. Beyond the numbers, what
will not change is the shame of
calling such a world with the name
of sport.
G.S.
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The spirit and ideals
The Foundation was created in memory of Domenico Chiesa, based on the initiative of heirs Antonio, Italo and Maria.
Domenico Chiesa, who in 1951, besides being a promoter, had also drafted the statute of the first Panathlon club,
and in 1961 was among the founders of Panathlon International, had expressed the desire when alive, though not
technically binding for the heirs, to allocate part of his property for periodical awarding of works of art inspired by
sport, as well as more generally, of cultural initiatives and publications in line with Panathlon’s objectives. Besides the
substantial contribution of the Chiesa heirs, the Foundation was also created thanks to the enthusiastic participation
of the whole Panathlon movement, through the generosity of numerous clubs but also of individual athletes, therefore providing the Foundation with the necessary conditions to approach the world of visual art in a prestigious and
sensational way: the creation of an award in co-operation with one of the most important organisations worldwide,
the Biennale of Venezia.

Domenico Chiesa Award
Panathlon International Central Board, on 24th September 2004, given the need to
increase the Foundation capital and honour the memory of one of Panathlon’s
founding member, as well as major sponsor, resolved to establish the “Domenico
Chiesa Award” to be granted, upon the proposal of individual clubs and on the
basis of special regulations, to one or more panathletes or personalities who are
not our members who lived according to Panathlon’s spirit. In particular, this award
will be presented to whoever promoted the sporting ideal and has made an
exceptional contribution:

the understanding and promotion of values fostered by Panathlon
and by the Foundation through cultural tools inspired by sport
In promoting friendship among all panathletes and all those who operate in the world of sport, thanks also to their at tendance and quality of participation in Panathlon’s activities, promulgating both
among members and non members
the concept of friendship in all sport’s components, well aware that Panathlon’s ideals are of fundamental importance in the education of young people
In being available for services, thanks to the activity carried out for a Club
or to one’s generosity towards a Club or the world of sport
Giuseppe Zambon - P.C.Venezia 18/12/2008
Chiesa Italo - P.C. Venezia 20/10/2004
Chiaruttini Paolo - P.C.Venezia 16/12/2004
Maurizio Clerici - P.C.Latina 15/12/2008
Pizzetti Martino - P.C.Parma 15/12/2004
Silvio Valdameri - P.C.Crema 17/12/2008
Chiesa Italo offerto Enrico Prandi 20/10/2004
Enrico Ravasi - P.C.Varese 21/04/2009
Battistella Bruno P.C.Vittorio Veneto 27/05/2005
Attilio Bravi - P.C.Bra 25/05/2009
Ferdinandi Pierlugi P.C.Latina 12/12/2005
Antonio Spallino - P.C.Como 30/05/2009
Mariotti Gelasio P.C.Vald.Inf 19/02/2006
Gaio Camporesi offerto Enrico Prandi 21/11/2009
Prando Sergio P.C.Venezia 12/06/2006
Mons.Mazza - P.C.Parma 15/12/2009
Zichi Massimo P.C.Latina 06/11/2006
Mario Macalli - P.C.Crema 22/12/2009
Yves Vaan Auweele P.C.Brussel 21/11/2006
Livio Berruti - Area 3 19/11/2010
Viscardo Brunelli P.C.Como 01/12/2006
Gianni Marchiol - P.C.Udine N.T. 11/12/2010
Giampaolo Dallara P.C. Parma 06/12/2006
Mario Mangiarotti - P.C.Bergamo 16/12/2010
Fabio Presca I Distretto 15/02/2007
Mario Sogno - P.C.Biella 24/09/2011
Giulio Giuliani P.C. Brescia 12/06/2007
Mariuccia Lombardini - P.C.Reggio E. 19/11/2011
Avio Vailati Venturi P.C.Crema 13/06/2007
Bernardino Morsani - P.C.Rieti 25/11/2011
Luciano Canavese P.C. Crema 13/06/2007
Roberto Ghiretti - P.C.Parma 15/12/2011
Sergio Fabrizi P.C.La Malpensa 19/09/2007
Fondazione Lanza P.C.Udine N.T. 17/12/2011
Cesare Vago P.C. La Malpensa 19/09/2007
Giuseppe Molteni - P.C. Varese 17/04/2012
Amedeo Marelli P.C. La Malpensa 19/09/2007
Enrico Prandi Area 5 11/12/2012
Fernando Petrone P.C. Latina 10/12/2007
Sergio Allegrini - P.C.Udine N.T. 17/12/2012
Vittorio Adorni P.C.Parma 16/01/2008
Piccolo Gruppo Evolution – Polisp. Orgnano A.D.
Dora de Biase P.C.Foggia 18/04/2008
P.C.Udine N.T. 17/12/2012
Albino Rossi P.C.Pavia 12/06/2008

Don Davide Larice P.C.Udine N.T. 17/12/2012
Maurizio Monego Area 1 31/10/2013
Henrique Nicolini Area 1 Area 2 31/10/2013
Together onlus P.C. Udine NT 30/11/2013
Enzo Cainero P.C. Udine NT 30/11/2013
Giuseppenicola Tota Area 5 11/06/2014
Renata Soliani P.C. Como 12/06/2014
Geo Balmelli P.C. Lugano 12/06/2014
Baldassare Agnelli P.C. Bergamo 30/10/2014
Sergio Campana P.C. Bassano 09/12/2014
Fabiano Gerevini P.C. Crema 13/11/2015
Dionigi Dionigio Area 5 06/12/2015
Bruno Grandi P.C. Forli 22/01/2016
Mara Pagella P.C. Pavia 18/02/2016
Giancaspro Antonio P.C. Molfetta 26/11/2016
Oreste Perri Area 02 26/11/2016
Gianduia Giuseppe P.C. La Malpensa 13/12/2016
Giovannni Ghezzi P.C. Crema 14/12/2016
Roberto Peretti P.C. Genova levante 26/01/2017
Magi Carlo Alberto Distretto Ita 31/03/2017
Mantegazza Geo PC Lugano 20/04/2017
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